
MEED Projects Awards 2019 

Quotes from our esteemed panel of Judges 

Maryam Althani Alfalasi, Senior Specialist Distribution Asset Management; Dubai 

Electricity and Water Authority DEWA 

“The MPA Judging session is a great opportunity for me to meet with industry 

experts; (analyse) specific engineering experts around the world and a chance to 

judge the best projects in the GCC; and use (them) as examples for the future” 

 

 

Mark Jamieson, Managing Director, PMCM – International, KEO 

Institution of Civil Engineers MEA Council Member & UAE Country Representative 

“This year was particularly interesting; with the quality of entries being as high as it 

has been in the previous years. (This year)We saw an interesting variety of 

projects; more so than the previous years, particularly around the transportation  

sector. (What is most interesting this year is) that we now have different bandings  

         in the number and scale of projects, (which) also introduces new complexities into  

         the judging – but it makes it a far more enjoyable day” 

 

Neil Brooker, Senior Technical Specialists Manager, EMEA Emerging, Autodesk, Inc. 

“This was my first time judging; and I was thrilled not just to be a part of the event; 

but also (debate with) such learned experts who had such varied yet highly 

commendable opinions. I was also thrilled to be exposed to such extraordinary 

projects –learn about new projects and their complexities; (and also uncover) the  

         skills and the intelligence that goes into engineering and managing construction  

         projects in the region. (The) MPA Judging Process is really amazing and has  

         impressed me (greatly). 

 

Richard Thomspon, Editorial Director, MEED: 

“We have changed the way we judge entries this year and I think that it has been 

really beneficial (indeed)! The conversations and detail of analysis has been much 

more engaging than I have ever seen it before in the nine years that I have been 

(moderating/chairing) these awards. I have tremendously enjoyed this year’s 

awards -a big part of that is (because) the quality of submissions this year has been 

fantastic. There has been great diversity; innovative and original engineering  

         solutions; (an increased) focus on sustainability, an increasing emphasis on the  

         social and economic aspects of projects and that is partly because of the economic  

         reform programs and the long term strategic visions that are shaping a lot of  

         business and (direction) in the region. But overall, I think it is fantastic to get these  

         projects on  display to celebrate these achievements and to get a room full of  

         people who really love engineering, and projects; and to get them talking about  

         why it matters is fantastic.” 

 
 



 
Jason Burnside, Partner, Godwin Austen Johnson 
“This has been my first time with MEED, judging the MEED Project Awards. Judging 

the General Category we had everything from Small projects all the way through to 

Mega projects and as a judge to see the depth and variety of projects was very 

interesting. Everything from infrastructure works all the way through to the public 

realm and huge private projects as well; so a great diversity in there; a great range 

of skills being shown by the entrants and a really good representation for where  

             the region is going in terms of the progress.  There has been a huge variation in the  

                         submission – everything from the contractors through to the main client bodies  

themselves, that obviously brings on board certain skill sets and perspectives on        

what they are pushing as a particular category to be awarded on. Overall, the  

MEED Project Awards are very consistent and very well procured. 

 

Mathew Lamont, Project Director, Turner & Townsend International Limited 
“First time I have been involved in a judging project like this and the projects that 

have been put forward were interesting; there was a wide range to look at and 

assess; my fellow judges were all good, were industry experts; and it was good to 

be with them and come to a decision collectively. I was a judge on the small 

projects category where I thought there would be a clear winner form the  

         beginning; but obviously it didn’t turn out that way and the process to come to a  

         final conclusion was interesting and good. Very good experience. 

The entries in the future, they need to make sure that they put in the effort and if 

they want to be an award winner, go the extra mile and give us the details we need 

to properly asses the projects. But on the whole, the ones that has been awarded in 

the categories that I have been involved in, were in my mind the award winners 

regardless of the details provided and the outcome in the end was definitely the 

right outcome. 

I have liked seeing the variety of projects from across the Middle East and the 

opportunity that allows you to compare what is good; and the fact that I can use 

what I have seen and learned from today as key takeaways that I can use in my own 

career to try and improve things as well. 

 

Dr. Abdul Rahim Sabouni, President & CEO, Emirates College of Technology 

“It was very difficult to choose a winner amongst the projects that were submitted 

owing to the great caliber of entries we were judging. I was thrilled to have been 

included as a judge at the prestigious MEED Projects Awards.” 

 

 

 

 



Ryan McPherson, Regional Director, EICUK Middle East 

“The quality across the board at the MEED Projects Awards was very high; and is a 

true testament to the activity in the region. I learned a lot as a judge and the 

delegates should be proud of their submissions. Overall, excellent quality!” 

 

 

Dr. Martin Berlin, Partner I Global Deals Real Estate Leader, PwC 

 “The entries across all categories really showed what kind of progress the region 

has made in terms of both the diversity and quality of projects.” 

 

 

 

Michael Grose, Partner, Clyde & Co 

“I thought that there was a really great selection of projects submitted for review; 

and in many cases it was quite difficult to pick a clear winner; however we had to 

choose a deserving winner and judgements were made from individual criteria” 

 

 

Professor Ammar Kaka, Provost Heriot and Vice Principal (Dubai), Heriot-Watt 

University 

“Being a part of the MEED Projects awards was a very rewarding experience. Also, 

the caliber of entries was so high!” 

 

 

 

Robert Jackson, Director, RICS 

“In the past, particularly in this region we have seen a lot of projects that focus on 

the brick and mortar and the aesthetics of the actual building. Now we are seeing a 

shift that highlights the performance of the building, lifecycle costs, sustainability 

and how buildings influence people and what experiences the buildings create. And 

this is exactly what we are seeing in the project entries this year. So it is a really 

great shift; very positive projects and really exciting!” 

 
AbdulAziz Alobaidli, Vice President for the UAE and GCC, TAQA Global 

 “This was my first time as a judge at the MEED Projects Awards; and we saw a high 

standard and good variety of entries during the judging process” 

 
 



 
 

Aymen Hachaichi, Vice President, Corporate Finance, APICORP 
 “The judging process was fantastic. We were encouraged to have healthy, 
engaging discussions and the process allowed us to arrive at an amicable solution 
whilst picking the winners 

 

 

 

Suzannah Newboult, Partner, DLA Piper 

“ The MEED Projects Awards was a great experience and three things got me 

excited this year- the new and innovative methods of delivering construction 

practices, collaborative working and thinking about the value over the life time 

than rather just the build process. This is exactly what we need to improve our 

construction industry in the GCC as a whole and I am really looking forward to     

seeing more projects like these in the future.” 

 

 


